
The Watseka Public Library has a wealth of materials available. Some require a               
library card, others are available to everyone. 

• Books: A large collection of adult, youth and children’s fiction, non-fiction, Large 
print and audiobooks may be checked out with a library card. Anyone may read 
them in the library. 

• E-reading materials: Print and audio books are also available using the Libby App 
for card holders. By using the Tumble Books links on our website, anyone can 
access a large number of other electronic resources. 

• Items from other libraries: Materials can be borrowed from 476 other libraries 
upon request. We can request them for you, or you can request them on your 
device. 

• DVDs: A large collection of movies for all ages can be checked out for 3 days by 
patrons 18 yrs and older.  

• Computers: Desktop computers are here for anyone’s use. 
• Magazines and Newspapers: The Times-Republic and Kankakee Journal, plus 

national papers are available to be read on the premises. Several popular 
magazines are available and check out for one week. 

• FAX: Materials can be faxed for a small fee per page.   
• Free Wifi Internet Access: Wifi is available to anyone using a phone, tablet or 

laptop computer with a library password.  
• Copy Machine: Black and white or color copies can be made for a nominal fee. 

Documents can also be sent from a phone or laptop to our wireless printer.  
Hope to see you soon at the Library!

August, 2020 Newsletter

Serving as a community center for reading , enrichment, and lifelong learning 

WPL Remembers Marilyn Stanton  
Staff members and patrons of  the Watseka Public Library were saddened to hear that Marilyn 
Stanton, a long-time former staff member, passed away in June. After Marilyn’s retirement from a 
career in social work, she began working at the Watseka Public Library.  Barbara Sunderland, the 
head librarian who hired her, recently said “I appreciated working with Marilyn because of her love 
of books, her wonderful people skills, and her delightful sense of humor.” Others heartily agree, 

adding that Marilyn truly listened and cared deeply about her clients and library patrons, as well as her family 
and friends.Marilyn served as project director for the library’s “Writer’s Live at the Library”, 1996-1998. In 
1996, she and head librarian Diann Peabody, escorted Gwendolyn Brooks, Illinois’ Poet Laureate, to 
Watseka.  After a storm, the lights went out in the library, and Miss Brooks ended up reading her poetry by 
kerosene light, to a packed house of 180 people of all ages.  It was a special memory for Diann, Marilyn, and 
all who attended. Marilyn’s background, sense of fairness, and spirited enthusiasm were invaluable at the 
library. She loved the library and so many in the library community loved her. 
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Director’s Note

Did you know?



If you follow our website page, 
Novel Book Ideas, then you 
know I love books.  Books 
about books, bookshops, and 
libraries are among my 
favorites.  

The Shadow of 
the Wind 
series is my all 
time favorite.  
Written by 
Carlos Ruis 
Zafon and set 
in Barcelona, it 

is best described as Gothic 
Noir.  Part love story, part 
mystery, and part ode to books 
and authors.  It’s an epic and 
sometimes sinister tale to get 
lost in. The audio versions are 
exceptionally well narrated as 
well.

The Library of Lost and Found 
by Phaedra Patrick is a page 
turning quick read.  This book 
is a unique take on family 
dynamics; three generations 
of women united around a 
single book.  It’s a story of 
love, loss, and forgiveness.  
This book is a testament to the 

ways that we author our own 
experience.

The  Invisible Library series by 
Genevieve Cogman and  
The Starless Sea by Erin 
Morgenstern both have secret 
libraries accessed through 
portals.   The Invisible Library 
series is a work of fantasy 
where the main character is a 
Librarian who steals books 
from alternate earths in an 
effort to maintain the balance 
between chaos and order. If 
you enjoy books with dragons 
and fae and mythical worlds, 
this series is one adventure 
after another.   The Starless 
Sea is described on Google 
Books as a “timeless love 
story set in a secret 
underground world- a place of 
pirates, painters, lovers, liars 
and ships that sail upon the 
starless sea.” I could not 
describe it any better.

Check out one of the many 
books from the Books, 
Bookshops and Libraries 
Display! 

Something for Everyone!
Books, Bookshops & Libraries 

Check Out Our Book Blogs and DVD Reviews  
We’ve started a Book Blog and a DVD Review section on our website!!! Once you access https://
watsekapubliclibrary.org/  click on “Adult Book Blog”, you can read about some recent books that our staff 
enjoyed. We will post a variety of recommended books and will update weekly with a new suggestion. We 
even have a special display at the library so you can easily find these Book Blog items! The next few postings 
will include “Countdown 1945” by Chris Wallace, “The Girl from Widow Hills” by Megan Miranda and “The Lies 
That Bind” by Emily Giffin. In addition, you are able to access “DVD Reviews” on the website. We will include 
movies of all genres - children/family, comedy, historical, adventure and more! Maybe you’ll read about a 
movie that you’ve missed . . . Look forward to our reviews of “Midway,” “1917,” “Bombshell” and “Onward.” 

Take Home Crafts 

Mystery Grab Bag 

What’s in the bag? 

Only you will know! 

Create a 
Masterpiece from 
the mystery craft 

supplies and send a 
photo to: 

dwwatsekaprogram@gmail.com 

to be displayed on 
our website 

2020 Library Book Sale is  CANCELED                   
BOOK DONATIONS CAN NOT BE  

ACCEPTED AT THIS TIME 
In lieu of a book sale, previously donated 

books are available on the book rack outside 
of the library. 

You may make a donation of cash* or check  
payable to: 

Friends of Watseka Public Library 
*Cash donations are only accepted during  

regular business hours 

https://watsekapubliclibrary.org/
https://watsekapubliclibrary.org/
mailto:dwwatsekaprogram@gmail.com
https://watsekapubliclibrary.org/
https://watsekapubliclibrary.org/
mailto:dwwatsekaprogram@gmail.com


Beanstack and 1000 Books 
Before Kindergarten 
Revamp 
2020 had many things in store 
for us, like no one could ever 
imagine. We were unable to 
have in-person programming 
or patrons inside the library, so 
we had to figure out a 
solution.  

Beanstack is a virtual 
application that is used by 
libraries across the United 
States to log reading and 
activities. We used this for our  

summer reading program and 
will continue to use it for 
various programs throughout 
the year. 

In September, we are moving 
our ongoing 1000 Books Before 
Kindergarten program to 
Beanstack. This popular 
program is designed to 
encourage reading to babies, 
toddlers, and preschoolers, 
from birth to kindergarten. 
Books can be read physically or 
virtually; at home or in the 
library.  

We are also adding an ongoing 
program called 100 Books Before 
College. This program is designed for 
students from 8th grade through12th  
grade. The goal is to read 100 books 
of their choice before graduating high 
school.  Also this winter, we will have 
a winter reading program for all ages! 
Beanstack has proven to be  a helpful 
tool designed to let your  love for 
reading soar! Check us out in the 
Apple or Android app on your 
smartphone/device, or on our 
personal website:  
https://watsekapubliclibrary.beanstack.com/
reader365 

For over 50 years the Watseka Public Library has held a reading program to 
encourage summer reading.  A simple program, entitled “Reading for Fun”, was 
started in 1968 by Librarian Betty Farr. School-age children read a certain 
number of books and were rewarded with a final party, complete with home-
baked treats and punch, in the upstairs of the old 1904 red-bricked building.   

In June 1975, Rosann (Buswell) Miller, coordinated her first summer reading 
program of more than 40 at the library.  Over the years, a “Read-to-Me” and later 
a “Teen” part of the program was added, with activities and parties planned for 
each age group. Local businesses contributed prizes, used as incentives to 
encourage reading.  

Our Friends of the Library group has provided quality programming through their 
financial support.  We enjoyed storytellers, puppeteers, magicians, musicians, 
authors, illustrators, artists, ventriloquists, and even a yodeler, a juggler, and the 
Spoon Man. Special guests brought animals to show, including Mahlah the 
Comfort Dog, a police dog, various reptiles, and a horse who could do tricks! 

In 2019, Library Director Rose Gilman added a well-received adult summer 
reading program held at the same time as the children’s program. This year, due 
to COVID-19 restrictions, Summer Reading was extended to a two-month 
program. Youth Services Coordinator, Ashtyn Barrett brought a new level of 
technology to the library with the online application, Beanstack. A variety of 
activities were offered, including an online presentation by children’s author, Alice 
B. McGinty. In future years, we plan to make our library summer reading program 
a combination of virtual and in-person components, hopefully including the best 
of both worlds! 

Youth & Teen Services
Summer Reading Past Present & Future 

Teen Reads  

Netflix Series,   
Video Game…  

BOOKS!  and we 
have them! 

New Books for 
Everyone! 

https://watsekapubliclibrary.beanstack.com/reader365
https://watsekapubliclibrary.beanstack.com/reader365
https://watsekapubliclibrary.beanstack.com/reader365
https://watsekapubliclibrary.beanstack.com/reader365
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Memorial Books 

Watseka patrons,  
I want to thank you for all of your patience during our temporary closure due to 
COVID-19. Although we have different procedures in place in order to keep you as 
well as our staff safe, we are fully committed to serving you in the capacity to which 
we are able. Thank you to all of our essential workers who helped us to get through 
these past couple of months. You were and still are invaluable to everyone during 
this time! Thank you to our Library Trustees who work behind the scenes and provide 
their wisdom to make sure the library can do everything for the community we 
serve. Thank you to the staff for embarking on a new way of librarianship.Watseka is 
an amazing community, and we are excited to serve you in person! We missed you! 
Sincerely— Rose Gilman, Director 
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Cup? If these walls Could 
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How to Think Like a Fish, Container 
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Camino Winds 
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