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    Lee Murdock, guitarist and storyteller from Kaneville, Illinois will be at 

Watseka Public Library on Tuesday, November 5.   His “Great Lakes 

Ghosts, a Program of Music and Story” will feature songs and stories about 

Great Lakes shipping, lighthouses, ghosts, and 

shipwrecks.   The program will begin at 6:30 PM 

and is open to everyone. 

    Noted as a fluent instrumentalist on the six 

and twelve string guitars, Murdock combines 

ragtime, Irish, blues and folk styles with his flair 

for storytelling in songs.  He began his folk    

career in the Chicago area in the mid-1970’s,  

expanding his repertoire of blues and popular 

music as his interest in folk music and the    

maritime tradition grew.   

   Murdock’s program will be sponsored by Friends of the Watseka Public 

Library to celebrate the 20th anniversary of the Friends organization.  

Founded in 1999, the non-profit group has the purposes of stimulating     

interest in the Library and its activities and enriching cultural opportunities 

of the community through the Library.  Membership is open to anyone.   

MISSION STATEMENT 

Watseka Public Library serves 
as a community center for   

reading, personal enrichment 
and lifelong learning. 

UPCOMING EVENTS  

Therapy Animals                                  
Tuesday, September 17, 6:30PM 

——————————— 

Prairie Pioneers                       
Thursday, September 26      
4:00-5:00 PM                     

——————————— 

Children’s Movie                                                         
Friday, October 11, 2:00 PM 

——————————— 

Dennis Marek, local author                       
Tuesday, October 15, 6:30 PM   

——————————— 

Friends Book Sale                              
October 17-October 19   

—————————— 

Halloween Story/Activity Time                                     
Thursday, October 24, 4:00 PM  

—————————— 

Lee Murdock, guitarist       
“Great Lakes Ghosts, a        
Program of Music and Story”                              

Tuesday, November 5, 6:30 PM                                                 

—————————— 

Rules of the Road Review                    
Wednesday, November 6     
10:00 AM-Noon  

—————————— 

Shrinky Dinks craft program   
Thursday, November 21           
Sessions at 3:30 and 6:00 PM     

—————————— 

Santa’s Workshop & visit     
Monday, December 2, 6:00 PM     

 

Guitarist Lee Murdock to Perform at Library 

   Local attorney and author                              
J. Dennis Marek of Chebanse will 

give a presentation on his book The                    
Ultimate Survivor on Tuesday,                         

October 15 at 6:30 PM.  

   Marek writes a weekly column for 
the Kankakee Daily Journal.  After                  
meeting a man that he featured in 

one of these columns, Dennis wrote 
his first book The Ultimate Survivor, 
the Incredible Story of Wally Pieszka 
telling the story of a man who wore 
the uniforms of both Nazi Germany 

and the Allied Forces.  Wally, born in 
rural Poland in 1923, had his life 

changed dramatically when Germany 
invaded Poland in 1939.  Marek’s 

book tells Wally’s story of survival 
and his eventual travel to the United 

States where he began a new life. 

   Marek moved from Chicago to       

Iroquois County at the age of 8 and 
grew up in the Clifton area.  He      

became an attorney in 1967, then 
was employed by the CIA and                      
entered the Air Force.   After                                
Officer’s Training School he                         

transferred to CIA headquarters in 
Langley, VA where he worked with a 
section of the Special Ops charged 

with identifying all POWs in captivity. 
Following his discharge from the Air 

Force, Marek returned home to 
Kankakee where he                

began his 49-year law 
career. He was Iroquois 

County’s first Public 
Defender from                        

1971-1982. 

   This October 15th                     
program is free and open to the                   

public. No registration is required.  

    For information, call the library at 815-432-4544. 

BOOK SALE  

The Friends of the Library 
will conduct 
a  book sale        
beginning 
Thursday,  
October 17  
at 10 AM 
through  

Saturday, 
October 19  at noon.               

Proceeds will help fund   
programs at the Library.   
Donations of books and    

AV items will be accepted      
beginning the end of       

August.  Magazines will not 
be accepted.  

DENNIS MAREK’S “The Ultimate Survivor” AT LIBRARY 

Book Sale 



“Doodle: an aimless or casual 
scribble, design or sketch.”  

 (definition by Merriman-Webster) 

 
The first Wednesday of every 
month the Library will have     

coloring sheets, pencils,                       
markers, etc. available for you 
and your family to doodle and 

color your time away.   Art books 
will also be displayed for you to 
check out so you can practice 
your creative doodling skills                      

as a family at home.   
 

The dates of these “Doodling 
Wednesdays” are September 4, 

October 2, November 6,                             
and December 4.   

Why should the kids have all the fun?  The Library will 
be offering craft sessions for adults too!   

One craft will be done each month.  The craft will be 
offered on a Tuesday evening at 6:00 PM and on a 

Thursday morning at 10:30 AM to accommodate adults 
with varying schedules.  All adults    

ages 18 and up are welcome.           
Registration is requested to ensure   

materials will be available for everyone.  
There is no cost for the  program.  

 

 DIY Fall Leaf Mason Jar Candle Holder                           
Thursday, September 12; Tuesday, September 24  

 DIY Spooky Halloween Décor                                    
Thursday, October 10; Tuesday, October 22          

 DIY Photo Coasters                                                 
Thursday, November 14; Tuesday, November 26    

 DIY No-Sew Sock Snowman                                         
Thursday, December 12; Tuesday, December 17    

Adult Craft Programs Start in the Fall 

Doodling Wednesdays 

THERAPY ANIMALS PROGRAM 

THANK YOU                      
to these local                                 

businesses that helped 
make our Summer      
Reading Program                     

successful! 

Big R 

Casey’s General Store 

McDonald’s 

Monical’s Pizza 

Subway 

Taco Bell 

Wal-Mart   

———————- 

Thank You to Friends of 
the Watseka Public                                 

Library for generously 
funding all the special 

programs!  

New non-resident patron laws are now 
in effect.  Please inquire at the Library 
to see if this may be of benefit to you 

and your family.   

   The “1,000 Books Before Kindergarten” 
program is an ongoing year-round      
program offered at Watseka Public     

Library.  It is designed to encourage 
reading to babies, toddlers, and pre-
schoolers, from birth to kindergarten.   

Each new member gets an instruction 
sheet, a list of suggested books, and a    

reading log.  Books from anywhere may 
be read for the program.  No library card 
is required.  When participants reach 50 

books, the child and parent bring the 
completed log to the library, and the 
child is given a small prize.  After 100 

books, another prize will be given.  Some 
kind of incentive will be awarded for 
each 100 books until the 1,000 book                
milestone is reached before the child  

enters kindergarten!   

Interested parents may pick up                           
information any time the Library is open.     
Children who reach the 1,000-book goal 

before entering kindergarten will be                    
invited to a final party in August at the 

Library.   For more information visit 
www.1000booksbeforekindergarten.org.  

On Tuesday, September 17 at 6:30 PM a 
horse from the American Tribe Equine 

Therapy, Inc. and Mahlah the comfort dog 
will be at the Library.    

American Tribe Equine Therapy, 
Inc. was founded in 2018.         

Services from this organization 
promote mental wellness and                     

healing for veterans and their 
immediate family members.  Clients may 
interact with the horses at their own  

comfort level.  Founder Vickie Burnette 
will accompany her therapy horse and will 

present the purpose and goals of the                 
organization. 

The Lutheran Church Charities  
K-9 Comfort Dog Ministry was 
launched in 2008.  It embraces 
the calming nature of purebred 

Golden Retrievers.  These                    
comfort dogs are working animals trained 
to interact with people who are suffering 

and in need.   

The services of these therapy animals are provided 
at no charge to recipients.  Both groups depend on 

donations to support their  work.    

Rockets! 

 

The class will be taught on 
Wednesday, November 6 from 

10:00 AM to Noon.  This course 
is designed to give drivers the 

knowledge and confidence   
needed to renew or obtain a      

driver’s license.  Participants are 
asked to register by Friday,                       

November 1. 

Rules of the  Road Review 



CHILDREN’S ACTIVITIES AT THE LIBRARY 

    Children’s Preschool Programs 

New days added, all at 10:00 AM   

1st, 2nd, 3rd Tuesdays of each month   

For ages 2-5  

(No sign-up required) 
 

September 3   “Mother Goose and More” 

September 10    “Back to School”  

September 17   “ABC’s and 1,2,3’s” 

October 1   “Firefighters & Policemen 
to the Rescue” 

 October 8    “Falling Leaves”  

October 15   “Boo!  It’s Halloween!” 

November 5   “Bedtime”  

November 12  “Yummy, Yummy!”   

November 19     “I Am Thankful” 

December 3     “Gingerbread Friends” 

December 10     “Family Time” 

December 17     “Hooray for the Holidays!” 

Children and Family Big 
Screen Movies  

 The first movie will be 
shown on Unit 9         
no-school day                          

Friday, October 11                     
at 2:00 PM.                                 

Title, rating, and                      
suggested audience   

ages will be posted in 
the Library.                           

Other movies will be 
announced later.     

Prairie Pioneers: Children’s Activity 
Program for ages 5+                                     
Thursday, September 26,                            
4:00—5:00 PM                       
Activities include food, music, 
crafts, and games.     

Halloween Story and Activity Time 
for children ages 6-10                          
Thursday,  October 24 at 4:00 PM.   

Shrinky Dinks craft program                     
Thursday, November 21                   
Sessions at 3:30 and 6:00 PM       
Under 6 years must come with an   
adult helper 

Santa’s Workshop Ornament Craft 
with a Visit from Santa                 
Monday, December 2, 6:00-7:00 PM      
Sign-up needed 

“Drop-in Crafts for Kids”  

Each fourth Wednesday of the month there 
will be a craft available in the children’s  
area.  The craft will be geared towards 
children ages 5 and up. Children under 5 
years of age may be accompanied by an 

adult to create these works of art.  
 

September 25                 
String Art—try making a 
flower with just yarn and 

paper.  This may be 
framed or laminated for a                                                      
keepsake. 

 

October 23 

Spiderweb Craft—let your    
spiders get crawly with this 

spiderweb craft!  Put it in your 
house or hang it on your door 

for Halloween décor.   
 

November 27 

Tissue Paper Fun—take a break 
from Thanksgiving/Holiday      

preparation by having fun making  
art with tissue paper! 

Saturday Morning Story Time                              
for ages 2-5 with adults, the first Saturday    

morning of each month at 10:00 AM.                                        
No fee or sign-up needed. 

 

September 7     “Grandma and Grandpa”                         
October 5     “Apple Picking Time”                

November 2     “Owl Babies”                      
December 7     “Holiday Fun”  

Special Children’s Fall Programs  

HOMESCHOOL SESSIONS 

Monthly homeschool sessions will be held for    
homeschooled students in preschool (age 3) through 

5th grade on the second Friday of the month.       
Meetings are set for September 13, October 11,                  
November 8, and December 13 at 10:00 AM.  To                      

participate students must register at least four days   
prior to each session and attend with a responsible 
adult.  Attendance may be limited, and there may be   

a small fee, depending on the particular session.   

Baby Book Club  

 Baby Book Club is a book, craft and activity time open to families 
who have a child aged 0-3 years.  It is scheduled on the second 
Wednesday of each month at 10:00 AM and is offered through 

the Jump Start* Prevention Initiative Program of the Easterseals 
Joliet Region. Their representative, Jeanne Brown, presents the 

program at the Watseka Public Library. 
*Jump Start seeks to strengthen parent-child relationships, reinforce parenting skills, and 

promote child growth and development so that all children           
develop a strong foundation for learning. 



TEEN CRAFT PROGRAMS PLANNED  WATSEKA  PUBLIC LIBRARY 

Phone:  815-432-4544                    

Fax:  815-432-4545 
www.watsekapubliclibrary.wordpress.com  

 watsekalibrary@yahoo.com 

Follow the Library on Facebook 

 
LIBRARY BOARD MEMBERS    

Rhonda Pence, President 
Troy Simpson, V-President 

 Debi Custer, Secretary 
John Tonner, Treasurer 

 Rich Dickte, Brian Hasbargen                
Kay Johnson, Kris Lundquist                         

Beth Warren  
 

LIBRARY  CLOSURES 

Monday, September 2                        
Monday, October 14                                               

Monday, November 11                                 
Thursday, November 28                                    

December 24, 25, 31, January 1 

 

LIBRARY HOURS 
 

Monday-Tuesday 10AM-8PM 

Wednesday-Friday 10AM-6PM 

Saturday 10AM-2PM 
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Teens and tweens 6th grade and up are welcome to come to the    
Library on the third Wednesday of each month between 2:30 and 

4:30 PM for craft programs geared toward their age.   

September 18    Create 
a faux glass picture—a 
great addition in any 

teen’s room!  

October 16   3D Hand Art is super 
simple and for all teens to do!  Just 
trace your hand, draw lines, and 
color to your heart’s content. 

November 20     Make string art 
to personalize your space at home—
choose a word and some string and 
make this wall art! 

December 18     No gift tags for 
gifts?  Make personalized gift 
tags for the giving season. 


